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It's a dark day for Itching Down. Four million wasps have just descended on the town, and the pests

are relentless! What can be done? Bap the Baker has a crazy idea that just might work . . .Young

readers will love this lyrical, rhyming text as they watch the industrious citizens of Itching Down

knead, bake, and slather the biggest wasp trap there ever was! John Vernon Lord's bright ink and

crayon illustrations fill the pages with humorous detail.
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THE GIANT JAM SANDWICH was one of my favorite illustrated stories when I was a kid. I

remember in first and second grade listening to this story at story time in the library. This book was

one of those rare books that every kid in the class sat still for because we loved it so much and

didn't want to miss one word or not be able to see one of the pictures. The story is rather simple;

basically a town is over run by wasps and in order to get rid of the pesky insects, they build a giant

jam sandwich. However, the original rhyming pattern adds a touch of flare to the story. Also, the

illustrations are a pure joy to look at. This is a great book that most children will enjoy. But be

forewarned, it's a book kids might want you to read over and over and over again.

This kooky story has been around for 30 years and is about a severe problem that the folks of

Itching Down were having when four million wasps flew into town. It tells how the townsfolk figured



out a brilliant plan to solve that problem. The rhyming text is fun to read and my kids and I had it

memorized in no time and went around the house saying it aloud and laughing our heads off. Even

though we've always had a pretty big library of bedtime stories this was the hands down favorite of

my four boys and one of mine as well. At first I wasn't too thrilled with the illustrations because

they're really cartoonish but the zany characters, all up in arms about the winged menace are

actually a perfect compliment to the fun-loving text and they have really grown on me. In this day of

chemical pollutants maybe a giant jam sandwich isn't too silly of an idea anyway!

I got three books-on-tape for my grandson, who just turned four, to listen to in the car. This is the

one he always asks for. Sometimes he'll follow along in the book and then will ask me to replay it so

he can listen to it without the book. The reader is very dramatic yet easy to understand. The story is

engaging and the pictures are attractive. I would recommend it.

This book was one of my absolute favorites as a child. The rhyming verse makes it very fun to read

aloud. The story is just fascinating to young children. I'll have to buy a new copy to replace the

tattered one from my childhood! I was very relieved to find that it was still in print, it really is a

wonderful children's book.

This was my number one favorite storybook as a child and now it is a favorite of my 2 daughters.

The ryhming sentences are silly and the illustrations are fun, but what really makes this such a

special book is the imagination behind the story.

Having lived in the USA as a very young child I do not remember much, this book being one of my

few memories! I loved it at the time and think, even though it is more than 30 years old, it still is one

of the best early childrens books around. Looking for a present for a friends son in English this

booked popped into my mind straight away. I can only recommend it.

This book was one of my absolute favorite books growing up and now it's a favorite of my 3 year-old

daughter as well. The rhyming narration makes it easy to memorize and I've read this book so often

that I don't even need to read the words any more! The illustrations are detailed, inventive and

delightful. The story is whimsical and will have your child asking for this book over and over again.

Highly recommended.



My brother got this book as part of the Weekly Reader Book Club books in the early 70s. From the

first time my parents read the book to me, it was my favorite. Now I have 2 kids of my own and I still

consider it my favorite children's book. When we spend the night at my parents, I start reading this

book to my kids at bedtime and before I know it my parents are sitting on the edge of the bed

listening too. It is a must have.
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